Hello, my name is Kerry Byrnes-Loinette, and I am excited to be on the ballot to serve ECA as your next First Vice-President-Elect. I earned my Ph.D. from West Virginia University in 2010, and it was there that I learned about the magic of ECA. From learning from others, and sharing my own work, ECA gave me a foundation and community. It has given me a chance to serve as interest group chair, reviewer, respondent, a member of executive council, a representative to NCA, the keynote speaker for the basic course conference, a judge for the James C. McCroskey and Virginia P. Richmond undergraduate scholars conference, and currently, an opportunity to help plan the 2026 Undergraduate Scholars Conference. In 2020, I was named a Distinguished Teaching Fellow, and I am quite literally a life member of ECA. Put simply, ECA has deeply mattered to my life. And because of that, I’d like to level up my service to this important organization. 
My vision for ECA stems from how I choose to live life - every morning, when I take my 6-year-old twins to school, I ask them “what are we choosing today?” Together, we all answer “kindness, inclusion, and learning.” These principles shape our worldview, and if given the chance, I’d work to share them with this organization. At its core, kindness is a generosity of spirit; as a group, ECA can offer time and attention to local organizations during our convention by integrating into the community as well as inviting outside voices in. We can also care for our members by continuing to gather their input, to determine their wants and needs for the association and their classrooms and provide resources that lighten the workload. In keeping with learning from others, I plan to identify ways to promote inclusion through co-sponsorship of panels, increasing student participation, and defending academic freedom. Put simply, our members’ voices matter. Opening the lines of dialogue only helps; it is in that open dialogue that we genuinely learn. I plan to continue to promote ECA as a service-oriented organization that is deeply committed to year-round enrichment opportunities.  
ECA Vice-Presidential candidates on this ballot have worked closely throughout their careers with current and previous ECA leadership. Though I could go on, I also think it would benefit voters reading these statements to understand how I live my daily life. When I am not driving my kids to and from something, I am a passionate and committed community college professor. In my 15 years at Collin College, I have strived to be a tireless advocate for community college educators and the populations that they serve – representing them on National Communication Association’s development of the Learning Outcomes in Communication, publishing about the community college classroom experience, and being asked to write a book chapter about teaching research methods in the community college classroom.
I hope I can earn your trust as I would be honored to give back to the organization that has given so much to me. Thank you for your consideration.  

